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Major modern-
izations spur
Bay Area growth
, and meetings

business

BY KELSEY FARABEE

mid Google shuttle bus protests and other
occasional murmurings of backlash, tech
and tourism are both booming in the San
Francisco Bay Area, and if the Bay Area’s

: biggest bridges are any indication, major
changes are afoot in the region.

The iconic Golden Gate Bridge has converted to an entirely elec-
tronic toll payment system and the glimmering new eastern span of the
Bay Bridge opened to traffic last fall, along with an accompanying bike
path that will eventually connect Oakland to Treasure Island.

Not to be outdone, the western span is sparkling too, with the Bay
Lights sculpture that will be on display through March 2015. The art
piece is made up of thousands of individual LED lights, attached to the
bridge’s vertical support cables, which are illuminated in seemingly
endless unique patterns.

Group business is shining locally as well, with a long list of new
venues and attractions, from the start-up company stomping grounds
of San Francisco and the neninsula to the enercetic markets of the Fast
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SFMOMA
artwork, The
Bently Reserve,
San Francisco

Court Hotel have offerings tai-
lored for tech clients. The stylish
86-room Epiphany Hotel opened
in March and features meeting
rooms and casual collaborative
spaces, and views of Stanford
University campus and the Santa
Cruz mountains.

Another newcomer is the

DoubleTree by Hilton San Fran-

cisco Airport North in Brisbane,
with 210 guest rooms and 4,200
square feet of meeting space.
Additionally, the Holiday Tnn
San Francisco International Air-
port renovated its public spaces
and guest rooms, and the Sofitel
San Francisco Bay in Redwood
City completed a $6 million ren-
ovation. The hotel has 421 guest

rooms and 17,000 square
feet of meeting space.

Along the Pacific Ocean,
the 80-room Half Moon Bay
Lodge completed a $1.5 million
renovation, adding a new covered
patio that can host cocktail recep-
tions overlooking the Half Moon
Bay Golf Links.

Another top venue in the
county is the South San Francisco
Conference Center, with 20,500
square feet of meeting space.

Other local venues include Au-
tovino in Menlo Park, featuring
classic cars and wine tasting in a
20,000-square-foot facility.

North Bay

Across the Golden Gate Bridge,
the charming cities of the North
Bay are also updating and adding
group offerings, while holding
strong to a few delicious regional
traditions. According to Horton,
classic teambuilding programs
focused on food and wine are still
overwhelmingly popular in San
Francisco, and the same holds

truc in Marin, but that doesn’t
mean their technology is lacking.
Blending cutting-edge technol-
ogy with proximity to the natural
beauty of Richardson Bay and
the Marin Headlands, Sausalito’s
Casa Madrona completed a ren-
ovation of the property’s historic
mansion, built in 1889. The man-
sion’s 11 guest rooms were rede-
signed, and updates were made to
the 5,000-square-foot Alexandrite
Suite and the 1,700-square-foot
Junto meeting space.
drona offers 62 guest
5,000-square-foot spa
and flexfble meeting spaces.

therp are plenty of opportunities
for planners to get groups out-
dogrs and several local farms that
k with groups.

Wi

BERKELEY CVB
510.549.7040
www.visitberkeley.com
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For more San Francisco
Bay Area content, visit
MeetingsFocus.com/California.

Blending cutting-edge technol-

ogy with proximity to the natural
beauty of Richardson Bay and
the Marin Headlands, Sausalito’s
Casa Madrona completed a ren-
ovation of the property’s historic
mansion, built in 1889. The man-
sion’s 11 guest rooms were rede-
signed, and updates were made to
the 5,000-square-foot Alexandrite
Suite and the 1,700-square-foot
Junto meeting space.

Casa Madrona offers 62 guest
rooms, a 5,000-square-foot spa
and flexible meeting spaces.




